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Aine Pennello Jason Lewis, a quiet regular at the Country House

Diner, was shot dead at the local eatery on the morning of Jan. 6.

Jason Lewis, 34, was “a good guy trying to do a good thing,” said the owner of the Country House Diner, a Fort Greene restaurant where Mr. Lewis

was shot dead the morning of Jan. 6, while trying to resolve a dispute.

Mr. Lewis, a Bedford-Stuyvesant resident, was at the diner on Fulton Street at approximately 5 a.m. with his girlfriend when an argument began,
police said. Surveillance footage from the diner shows Mr. Lewis standing between the woman and an alleged gunman, talking to the suspect moments

before he shot Mr. Lewis in the left abdomen.

Mr. Lewis was brought to the Brooklyn Hospital Center and pronounced dead on arrival, police said. Mr. Lewis’s death was caused by a single

gunshot would to the abdomen, the Medical Examiner’s office said this week.

Mr. Lewis, the owner of a passenger vehicle company, was a cancer survivor and father of three children, ages 6, 12 and 14.

“He never looked for trouble,” diner owner Habdul Akim said of the quiet regular who he knew for fifteen to twenty years. “If trouble comes to him,

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fort-greene/8359815435/
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he’ll walk away from it and that’s what he was trying to do.”

The alleged gunman, 27-year-old Tyrone Gainer of Crown Heights, will be brought before a grand jury this Friday and is expected to plead not guilty

to charges of second-degree murder and the criminal possession of a firearm, Mr. Gainer’s attorney Mahmoud Rabah said yesterday.

Mr. Rabah said he was unimpressed with the quality of the diner’s surveillance footage. “I see people communicating, but I don’t see a gun,” he said.

Mr. Gainer was arrested at the scene of the crime at 9 a.m. Sunday morning, police said. At the time of arrest, Mr. Gainer was also wanted for crimes
in New Jersey, a spokesman at the King’s County District Attorney’s office said. The spokesman was unable to provide additional information. Mr.
Gainer also had previous convictions for menacing and tampering with evidence in 2010, police said.

Mr. Gainer arrived at the Country House Diner Sunday morning after celebrating his birthday at a strip club, according to the New York Post, when
he began arguing with Mr. Lewis’ girlfriend, whom the Post reported was an off-duty cop. Police were unable to verify this information.

Leon Jones, 48, a waiter at the diner for several months, said clubs and bars in the area are sources of disturbance at night, but noted that crime in the
Clinton Hill area in general has declined.

“For the most part, people are trying to stay out of trouble,” Mr. Jones said. “It’s not like it used to be,” he said, counting the number of murders he

could remember on the block of Fulton Street and Vanderbilt Avenue since he moved to Bedford-Stuyvesant in 1986.

“This is the elite neighborhood over here,” Mr. Jones said.
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